DRYAD PRESS
Masterclass

FINUALA DOWLING
You have been offered the opportunity to attend a Masterclass with Finuala Dowling!
Contact Michèle Betty at Dryad Press on business@dryadpress.co.za if you would like to
get in touch with Finuala to take advantage of this once off opportunity.

Biography
Finuala Dowling is a novelist and internationally recognised poet. Pretend You Don’t
Know Me (published by Bloodaxe in 2018 and by Kwela in 2019) brings together poems
from her first four collections including her Ingrid Jonker prizewinning debut, I flying,
and Notes from the Dementia Ward, which won the Olive Schreiner prize.
Her poems recently appeared in the Bloodaxe anthology, Staying Human (2020). She
has also been published in Illuminations, The North and The Manchester Review. A poem
of hers was selected as The Guardian’s poem of the week in 2018. She has read at the
Aldeburgh Literary Festival, Snape Maltings and at the Biennale Internationale des
Poètes en Val-de-Marne in Paris. Her 2018 reading tour of the UK included the Humber
Mouth Literary Festival in Hull, the Off the Shelf Festival of Words in Sheffield, the Ilkley
Literature festival and readings at the University of Manchester and the University of
Newcastle. She has given poetry workshops in South Africa and abroad since 2007, and

many of her students have gone on to publish and win prizes. You can follow her latest
poems on Instagram.

Terms and Conditions
If you would like to attend a Masterclass with Finuala Dowling, please email Michele
Betty on business@dryadpress.co.za who will put you in touch with Finuala. Make sure
you sign up quickly as there are only a certain number of slots allocated to Finuala and
you must ensure your slot is allocated timeously.

The Masterclass will take the form of a 45 minute zoom class. Finuala will have read
your collection and will provide advice on possible ways to develop your manuscript.
She will take you through a selection of poems that work and some that might not and
explain why; she will give you guidance on developing the narrative of the collection;
she will provide advice on writers and authors who she believes you should read in
order to further your writing; she will consider “missing poems”- poems that could be
included in the manuscript to strengthen the arc of the narrative.

Remember that you only have two weeks to grab this opportunity at the Masterclass. If
we have not heard from you by 17 June 2021, you will no longer be eligible for the
class. We urge you to take advantage of this once-off opportunity because we love your
work and we believe the class will bring you one step closer to future publication.

If you would like to work further with Finuala after the Masterclass this can be
arranged directly with her at a cost of R500 per class.
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